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The Christian 


By Ida A. Guirey 
Colossians 3:3, 4 


HOSEN, called, and separated 
From the world unto the Lord, 
To His service consecrated— 
This the message of the Word. 


In the world, and yet “not of it,” 
In the Lord a creature new, 

Living, walking, in the Spirit, 
To God’s grace a witness true. 


Crucified with Christ yet living 
By the faith of Him who died 
And arose, salvation giving 
Through the cleansing, healing tide. 


This death-union with the Saviour 
Brings unutterable joy, 

Sealed to be His own forever 
In a bond nought can destroy. 


Ww 


Loving Enemies—Even Aucas 


Telling others to love their enemies 
is easier than doing it ourselves. But 
it is Scriptural, as every Christian 
_knows, for the Lord Jesus said, “But 
I say unto you, Love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them 
‘which despitefully use you, and perse- 
cute you” (Matt. 5:44). All of the five 
young widows of Ecuador have forgiven 
the Auca Indians, who killed their hus- 


bands, and want to see God “take out 
of them a people for his name” (Acts 
15:14). In a recent letter to her family, 
one of the young women refers to “the 
beloved Aucas,” and speaks of “prayer, 
which remains by far the greater re- 
sponsibility. It is no use asking God to 
lead us closer to the Aucas if we are 
not yet obedient in that most obvious 
duty, prayer for them. My heart longs 
for them—to see them have their eyes 
opened, to show them the Light of Life.” 
Then, speaking of the heaviness in spirit 
that came over her as she went through 
her husband’s diaries for the last six 
years, she continued: “But the Lord has 
fulfilled His wonderful Word once more 
and given the ‘garment of praise.’ I 
find nothing more ‘balancing’ to my 
vacillating soul than praise, acknowl- 
edgment of God’s eternal love, wisdom, 
and faithfulness. Whatever may be the 
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feelings or moods which cause my soul 
to melt, He strengthens me according to 
His Word (Psa. 119:28).” (This verse 
reads, “My soul melteth for heaviness: 
strengthen thou me according unto thy 
word.”) Earlier she had alluded to this 
beautiful promise: “To appoint unto 
them that mourn in Zion, to give unto 
them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy 
for mourning, the garment of praise for 
the spirit of heaviness; that they might 
be called trees of righteousness, the 
planting of the Lord, that he might be 
glorified” (Isa. 61:3). It is the all-suffi- 
cient grace of God and the comfort of 
the Scriptures that have strengthened 
the sorrowing hearts of these young 
widows, enabled them to love their en- 
emies, and find causes for thanksgiving. 
If they can do it, should not we, who 
live in a land of comparative peace and 
quiet which is greatly blessed of God? 


b 


ll. Earthly Care, a Heavenly Discipline 


By Harriet Beecher Stowe 


HEN the breath of slander, or 
W the pressure of human injustice, 
comes so heavily on a man, as 
really to threaten loss of character, and 
destruction of his temporal interests, he 
seems forced to recognize the hand and 
voice of God through the veil of human 
agencies, and in time-honored words to 
Say, 
When men of spite against me join, 
They are the sword, the hand is thine. 
But the smaller injustice, and fault- 
finding, which meet everyone, more or 
less, in the daily intercourse of life; the 
overheard remark; the implied censure, 
too petty, perhaps, to be even spoken of 
—these daily recurring sources of dis- 
quietude and unhappiness are not re- 
ferred to God’s providence, nor consid- 
ered as a part of His probation and 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Finally, my brethren, be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of 
his might” (Eph. 6:10). 














discipline. Those thousand ‘vexations 
which come upon us through the unrea- 
sonableness, the carelessness, the various 
constitutional failings or ill adaptedness 
of others to our peculiarities of charac- 
ter, form a very large item of the dis- 
quietudes of life; and yet how very few 
look beyond the human agent, and feel that 
these are trials coming from God! Yet it is 
true, in many cases, that these so-called 
minor vexations form the greater part, 
and in some cases the only discipline of 
life; and to those who do not view them 
as individually ordered or permitted by 
God, and coming upon them by design, 
their affliction really “cometh of the 
dust,” and their trouble springs “out of 
the ground”; it is sanctified and relieved 
by no divine presence and aid, but borne 
alone and in a mere human spirit, and 
by mere human reliances; it acts on the 
mind as a constant diversion and hin- 
drance, instead of moral discipline. 
Hence, too, arise a coldness, and gen- 
erality, and wandering of mind in 
prayer. The things that are on the heart, 
that are distracting the mind, that have 
filled the heart so full that there is no 
room for anything else, are all consid- 
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ered too small and undignified to come 
within the pale of a prayer; and so, 
with a wandering mind and a distracted 
heart, the Christian offers up his prayer 
for things which he thinks he ought to 
want, and makes no mention of those 
which he really does want. He prays 
that God would pour out His Spirit on 
the heathen, and convert the world, and 
build up His Kingdom everywhere, 
when perhaps a whole set of little anxie- 
ties, and wants, and vexations are so 
distracting his thoughts, that he hardly 
knows what he has been saying. A faith- 
less servant is wasting his property, a 
careless or blundering workman has 
spoiled a lot of goods, a child. is vexa- 
tious or unruly, a friend has made 
promises and failed to keep them, an 
acquaintance has made unjust or satir- 
ical remarks, some new furniture has 
been damaged or ruined by carelessness 
in the household; but all this trouble 
forms no subject matter for prayer, 
though there it is all the while lying 
like lead on the heart, and keeping it 
down so that it has no power to expand 
and take in anything else. But were 
God in Chrjst known and regarded as 
the soul’s familiar Friend; were every 
trouble of the heart, as it rises, breathed 
into His bosom; were it felt that there 
is not one of the smallest of life’s trou- 
bles that has not been permitted by 
Him, and permiited for specific good 
purpose to the soul, how much more 
heart work would there be in prayer! 
How constant, how daily might it be- 
come! How it might settle and clear 
the atmosphere of the soul! How it 
might so dispose and lay away many 
anxieties which now take up their place 
there, that there might be room for the 
higher themes and considerations of re- 
ligion! 

Many sensitive and fastidious natures 
are worn away by the constant. friction 
of what are called little troubles. With- 
out any great affliction, they feel that 
all the flower and sweetness of their life 
is faded; their eye grows dim, their 
cheek careworn, and their spirit loses 
hepe and elasticity, and becomes bowed 
with premature age; and, in the midst of 
tangible and physical comfort, they are 
restless and unhappy. -The constant 
undercurrent of little cares and vexa- 
tions, which is slowly wearing out the 
finer springs of life, is seen by no one; 
scarcely ever do they speak of these 
things to their nearest friends. Yet were 
there a friend, of a spirit so discerning 
as to feel and sympathize in all these 
things, how much of this repressed elec- 
tric restlessness would pass off through 
such a sympathizing mind! 

Yet among human friends this is all 
but impossible; for minds are so diverse 
that what is a trial and a care to one is 
a matter of sport and amusement to 
another, and all the inner world breathed 
into a human ear only excites a sur- 
prised or contemptuous pity. To whom 
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then shall the soul turn? Who will feel 
that to be affliction, which each spirit 
knows to be so? If the soul shut itself 
within itself, it becomes morbid; the fine 
chords of the mind and nerves, by con- 
stant wear, become jarring and discord- 
ant: hence fretfulness, discontent, and 
habitual irritability steal over the sin- 
cere Christian. 

But to the Christian who really be- 
lieves in the agency of God in the small- 
est events of life, confides in His love, 
and makes His sympathy his refuge, the 
thousand minute cares and perplexities 
of life become each one a fine affiliating 
bond between the soul and its God. 
Christ is known, not by abstract defini- 
tion, and by high-raised conceptions of 
the soul’s aspiring hours, but known as 
a man knoweth his friend; He is known 
by the hourly wants He supplies, known 
by every care with which He momen- 
tarily sympathizes, every apprehension 
which relieves, every temptation which 
He enables us to surmount. We learn 
to know Christ as the infant child learns 
to know its mother and father, by all 
the helplessness and all the dependence 
which are incident to this commence- 
ment of our moral existence; and as we 
go on thus year by year, and find in 
every changing situation, in every re- 
verse, in every trouble, from the lightest 
sorrow to those which wring our soul from 
its depths, that He is equally present, 
and that His gracious aid is equally ade- 
quate, our faith seems gradually almost 
to change to sight, and Christ’s sym- 
pathy, His love and care, seem to us 
more real than any other source of 
reliance; and multiplied cares and trials 
are only new avenues of acquaintance 
between us and Heaven. 

Suppose, in some bright vision unfold- 
ing to our view, in tranquil evening, or 
solemn midnight, the glorified form of 
some departed friend should appear to 
us with the announcement, “This year 
is to be to you one of special probation 
and discipline, with reference to per- 
fecting you for a heavenly state. Weigh 
well and consider every incident of your 
daily life, for not one is to fall out by 
accident, but each one shall be a fin- 
ished and indispensable link in a bright 
chain that is to draw you upward to 
the skies.” 

With what new eyes should we now 
look on our daily lot! And if we found 
in it not a single change—the same old 
cares, the same perplexities, the same 
uninteresting drudgeries still—with what 
new meaning would every incident be 
invested, and with what other and sub- 
limer spirit could we meet them! Yet, 
if announced by one rising from the 
dead, with the visible glory of a spir- 
itual world, this truth could be asserted 
no more clearly and distinctly than 
Jesus Christ has stated it already. Not 
a sparrow falleth to the ground without 
our Father—not one of them is forgot- 
ten by Him; and we are of more value 
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than many sparrows—yea, even the hairs 
of our head are all numbered, Not till 
belief in these declarations, in their most 
literal sense, becomes the calm and set- 
tled habit of the soul, is life ever re- 
deemed from drudgery and dreary 
emptiness, and made full of interest, 
meaning, and divine significance. Not 
till then do its grovelling wants, its 
wearying cares, its stinging vexations, 
become to us ministering spirits—each 
one, by a silent but certain agency, fit- 
ting us for a higher and perfect sphere. 


ye 
Notes on Open Letters 
More Children’s Stories 


I am renewing my subscription for 
another year with the hopes that there 
will be more “Children at Home” 
stories during this next year. If not, 
I shall probably not renew for future 
use. Since I teach Primary children 
both morning and night service I find 
need for good stories such as you have 
when you publish them.—An Illinois 
reader, 


The Editors are grateful for this re- 
newed subscription, and for the appre- 
ciation of the stories which have been 
published in the “Children at Home” de- 
partment in THe Sunpay ScHoot TIMeEs. 
They regret that these have not been 
published more regularly, but space 
limitations made it difficult to do so. 

However, some time before this letter 
arrived they took definite steps to re- 
arrange the material in order to make 
it possible to publish a story for chil- 
dren every week. It is now their inten- 
tion to have one in every issue, and 
they hope that they will be useful to 
Sunday school teachers, Child Evange- 
lism teachers, Bible Club workers, and 
Christian parents. 

Stories submitted for the “Children at 
Home” department will always be con- 
sidered, and those not usable will be 
returned to the writers. A stamped, ad- 
dressed, return envelope should be en- 
closed when the manuscript is sent to 
the Times. All manuscripts should be 
typewritten with double spacing through- 
out, and Bible quotations should be 
given exactly as they are found either 
in the King James Version or the Ameri- 
can Standard Version, preferably with 
the reference in parentheses following 
the quotation. The best length is from 
800 to 1,200 words. The style should not 
be stilted and unnatural, making chil- 
dren talk just as older folks do; but 
true stories from the mission field, those 
teaching spiritual lessons, and a few ac- 
curate nature stories are desired. 


Faith dissolves doubts as the sun 
drives away the mists. The time for be- 
lieving is always.—John Bunyan. 


















Lesson for September 9 


Satanic interference and our 
sovereign Lord 








CE, be still.” Were ever 
words more misurglerstood than 
than these? Familiar, indeed, to 
all, but their meaning and significance 
are lost to most readers of this tremen- 
dous Scripture. 

In these words, as in this scene of the 
stilling of the tempest, the representa- 
tives of two opposite kingdoms meet. 
These words, “Peace, be still,” rightly 
understood, bring before us the great 
conflict between Satan and our Lord; 
between the power darkness and the 
power of light and the Righteous One. 
Our Lord is presented here as the Lord 
from Heaven exercising His inherent 
authority and power over Satan, the 
prince of the power of the air. To many 
readers, however, much of this is missed. 
Instead, they but see Jesus stilling the 
waters and granting peace, while His 
conflict with, and victory over, Satan 
is lost sight of. 


A Group oF CONTRASTS 


In these remarkable verses, Mark 
4:35-41, we see the calm evening con- 
trasted with a great storm of wind (vs. 
35, 37); the vessel on a calm sea con- 
trasted with the vessel in the storm (vs. 
35, 36 with v. 37); the vessel in the 
storm contrasted with the Christ in the 
vessel (vs. 37, 38); the cause of the storm 
contrasted with the calming of the storm. 


SATANIC INTERFERENCE 


Looking beyond all natural causes for 
the storm, we see here one of Satan’s 
attempts to prevent our Lord from going 
to the cross of Calvary to give His life 
a ransom for sinners. What wealth of 
meaning is imparted to the understand- 
ing of this Scripture revelation of our 
Lord’s conflict with Satan, where we 
read that our Lord, looking over the 
raging waters threatening the frail ves- 
sel, “arose, and rebuked the wind”! 

What significance could there* be in 
our Lord’s rebuking impersonal wind? 
None at all. How different it all ap- 
pears, however, when we see the storm 
as Satanic interference, and the “great 
storm of wind” lashed into a tempest, 
as by demoniacal fury. 

Our Lorp’s CoMMAND TO SATAN 

Into the words, “Peace, be still,”’ must 
be read the full force as in the Greek 
text, in order to apprehend the divine 
purpose as revealing our Lord’s conquest 
over Sdtan. For “Peace, be still,” the 
Greek reads, Siopa pephimoso. Siopa 
is from siopao, meaning “to be silent, 
keep silence,” and, being in the impera- 
tive, it becomes a command, “be silent.” 
‘The noun phimos means “a muzzle,” 
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“Peace, Be Still’ 








Dr. Rowell is now well known to 
Sunday School Times readers through 
his numerous articles in these 
columns. He is pastor of the Central 
Baptist Church, Pandora Avenue, 
Victoria, B. C.—which is, inciden- 
tally, one of the most beautiful cities 
on the North American continent. 
From his knowledge of New Testa- 
ment Greek Dr. Rowell here pre- 
sents an unusual study of a well- 
known passage, which is filled with 
comfort for believers. 





which is used in connection with the 
muzzling of the ox, as in 1 Corinthians 
9:9. From this comes the verb, phimoo, 
meaning “to muzzle, to put,to silence”; 
or, as Thayer gives it, “to close the 
mouth with a muzzle.” Hence, the word 
in our text, pephimoso, being an impera- 
tive passive, is a command, “be muzzled, 
be speechless.” Here is seen that author- 
ity of our Lord, expressed in the Gospel 
according to Mark (1:27), “And they 
were all amazed, insomuch that they 
questioned among themselves, saying, 
What thing is this? .. . for with author- 
ity commandeth he even the unclean 
spirits, and they do obey him.” 

Accordingly, the words, “Peace, be 
still,” were the command of our Lord to 
the Evil One who caused the tempest, 
and might well read, “Be silent! Be 
muzzled!” 

What a picture is here! We see our Lord 
facing the powers of hell, and command- 
ing them to silence. What encourage- 
ment to the child of God, as we see our 
Lord, in the stilling of the tempest, muz- 
zling the great enemy of our souls, who, 
as a roaring lion, goeth about, seeking 
whom he may devour. 


THE SPIRITUAL MESSAGE 

This graphic account of the storm and 
our Saviour has a deep message for our 
hearts. 

(1) The Storm speaks of the sudden 
squall which may burst over the calm 
bosom of our lives, even as the sudden 
gusts of wind swept down the mountain 
gorges on to the calm waters of the blue 
Galilee. From heights of 2,600 feet 
above the Lake the winds sweep down 
the ravines and gorges, increasing in 
velocity, until they converge upon the 
calm waters in a violent storm. What 
a picture of life this presents! Just as 
suddenly, the calm of our souls can be- 
come so agitated that it seems as though 
all hell is let loose upon us. The fact 
that we are in the will of God does not 
Spare us from such testings; for these 
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By J. B. ROWELL, Th.D. 


disciples were storm-tossed while in the 
will of God. It was the Lord Jesus Him- 
self- who started them out on that jour- 
ney across the Lake, for “he saith unto 
them, Let us pass over unto the other 
side” (Mark 4:35). Obedience does not 
exclude trial. 

(2) The Sleeper speaks of One whose 
heart was at rest, even in the storm. 
Can Jesus be safe, and not His disciples? 
Yes, the disciples were just as safe as 
their Lord. With Christ our Lord on 
board, we may ever know we are just 
as safe and secure as He. Christ on the 
pages of the New Testament is as power- 
less in your life as Christ in a painting; 
but Christ in the heart stills the storm. 
These lines express the thought: 

With Christ in the vessel, 
I smile at the storm. 
—John Newton. 

What a place to sleep! It speaks of 
the triumph of trust in trial. 

“O Blessed Life! the heart at rest, 

When all without tumultuous seems, 
That trusts a higher will, and deems 
That higher will, not mine, the best.” 

(3) The Sleepless speak of those who 
are so fearful, and very much afraid, in 
the midst of life’s testings. These dis- 


.ciples were more occupied with the 


storm and their fears than with the Sav- 
iour. They were more conscious of the 
nearness of the storm than the presence 
of their Lord, who ever breathes His 
word of assurance, “Because I live, ye 
shall live also” (John 14:19). This 
should create the confidence in our 
hearts that no ship can sink, nor disciple 
perish, with Christ on board. 

(4) The Shuddering Suppliants speak 
of the mistaken conception of our Lord 
which Satan can suggest to the mind 
of the child of God in the midst of trial. 
Unbelief cried out, “Master, carest thou 
not that we perish?” What a question 
to be asked by those who had witnessed 
His miracle-working power on behalf 
of smitten humanity, so much so that 
“his fame spread abroad throughout all 
the region round about Galilee”! (Mark 
1:28.) What a question to ask of the 
One who came to save, to give His life 
a ransom for sinners! “Master, carest 
thou not?” Oh, yes, He cares, even to 
the full extent of Calvary. 

(5) The Satanic Interference speaks of 
the storm as Satan’s work. It was his 
attempt to defeat the divine purpose in 
redemption, and also to wreck the dis- 
ciples’ faith in their Lord. 

(6) The Sovereign Saviour speaks of 
the majesty of deity in our Lord, as He 
arose, and rebuked the wind, and said 
unto the sea, “Peace, be still”; “be silent, 
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No other could deal with 
the 


be muzzled.” 
such a storm, when Satan is 
cause of it. Our Lord can, and did. 
(7) The Stillness is the grand assur- 
ance that the cry of the suppliant reaches 
the heart of our Lord—“And the wind 
ceased, and there was a great calm” (Mark 
4:39). What an interpretation this is of 
our Saviour, as the peace in His own 
heart is symbolized in the calm that pre- 
vailed at His word, where the storm had 
just before threatened to overwhelm all 
in its fury! It is a picture of a heart 
at rest, when the sinner’s sins are for- 
given, and he has “peace with God,” and 
enjoys “the peace of God, which pass- 
eth all understanding.” It is a picture, 
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too, following Satan’s final overthrow, 
when the peace of God shall prevail 
as “the kingdoms of this world are be- 
come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of 
his Christ; and he shall reign for ever 
and ever” (Rev. 11:15). 

THE DIVINE PURPOSE 


' In this strange and remarkable set- 
ting, the divine purpose was to present 
the person of our Lord in the matchless 
dignity of His deity, not only in defeat- 
ing Satan, but also awakening in His dis- 
ciples the faith and wonder expressed 
in the exclamation and question, “What 
manner of man is this, that even the 
wind and the sea obey him?” 


Victoria, B. C. 


Il. Camouflaging the Indelible Line 


The concluding part of a layman's warning to laymen 


ECENTLY I went to hear a minister 

who has a very pleasing personality. 
Not knowing whether he cherished the 
fundamentals of the Christian faith, I 
carefully tried to analyze the progress 
of his sermon. When he had given the 
benediction I found myself painfully 
disturbed. I could determine no pro- 
gression in his sermon, nor was his posi- 
tion clear on any important point. 

Not mentioning any individual of this 
type, I put the matter before an excel- 
lently educated minister whose work the 
Lord has blessed wonderfully. I posed 
a~question: Do these individuals who 
are striving so vigorously to camouflage 
God’s indelible line—do they actually 
know what they believe? 

He explained he had given the matter 
much thought at various times. His an- 
swer was that those in this area of 
thought do know what they believe, and 
they consciously and intentionally inject 
certain trends into the minds of those 
who hear them or read their writings. 

While admitting the superior experi- 
ence and training of this one I had ques- 
tioned, I nevertheless believe that some 
of that type have so often distorted the 
Scriptures that they are not clear on 
many points in their own minds. They 
frequently contradict each other and 
even themselves, on occasion. 

These camouflage artists at one time 
or another attack just about every point 
held sacred by the regenerated child of 
God who believed with simple faith— 
and the words “simple faith” are used 
with pride. 

By way of example, it is frightfully 
apparent that the efficacy of the atone- 
ment by Christ is being attacked from 
many directions. Unsupported personal 
ideas are pulled out of-thin air and set 
up to be accepted as conclusive while, 
at the same time, the Word of God is 
rejected flatly. 


By RANDALL E, BURCHETT 


In this connection, some deny the 
need of the atonement. It is difficult 
to see how their position is tenable. 
Claiming to be of the family of God, 
they refuse to accede to the words of 
the Head of the family: “. . . without 
shedding of blood is no remission” (Heb. 
9:22). If I held a view such as theirs, 
I would be disturbed by the words: 
“The preaching of the cross is to them 
that perish foolishness...” (1 Cor. 1:18). 

Another cunning camouflage comes 
from those who distort Scripture to im- 
ply that Christ was guilty of sin. Cer- 
tainly there is evidence of unwhole- 
some intent on the part of those who 
impute sin to Christ by quoting the 
words: “For he hath made him 
[Christ] to be sin for us,” and ignor- 
ing the remainder of the very same 
verse, which continues, “who knew no 
sin” (2 Cor. 5:21). We can refresh our 
own thoughts with the familiar words 
from Hebrews 4:15: “For we have not 
an high priest which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities; but 
was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin.” 

It is not out of place to mention here 
that the attacks on the Scriptural teach- 
ings concerning the doctrine of the Trin- 
ity are not always easy to detect. Evi- 
dently many laymen and some young 
ministers are not well grounded in this 
doctrine, and thus they are not prepared 
to resist the artistry of those who would 
hide the line that discloses error. 

The danger exists. The attack on be- 
lievers is from within the visible church. 
It is only normal that believers do not 
expect an assault from that direction. 
Therefore it is the more effective and 
subtle. . 

Judging by the continuously increas- 
ing tempo of these attacks over an in- 
determinate period of time already past, 
we may look-ahead and do well to give 
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thought to the words of the hymn, “My 
soul, be on thy guard.” 

Not the least important phase of this 
danger is the pleasing personality which 
seems to be characteristic of so many 
of these teachers of error. But reject- 
ing error requires that we definitely 
reject the person. We must not lose 
sight of Paul’s words: “Be ye not un- 
equally yoked together with unbelievers: 
for what fe&owship hath righteousness 
with .. . darkness?” (2 Cor. 6:14.) 

We come now to an important ques- 
tion which we may have asked our- 
selves. How can we who are just ordi- 
nary laymen and lovers of truth—how 
can we combat the error that is so 
subtle? 

Before considering the question, it 
might be well to digress to the extent 
of stating that is article is directed 
only to those who accept the Scriptures 
as a basis of proof of truth. There is 
no thought here of meeting the ration- 
alists, or other such theorists, on a basis 
they would accept. 

But we come back to our own ques- 
tion of combatting -error. 

We know of course that our best 
weapon is the Word of God, both for 
defense and offense. This sword so often 
has proved itself, and the whole armor 
of Ephesians 6 encourages us even in the 
reading. 

Some recent experiences have shown 
me that sincere laymen need the assur- 
ance that they are right in their funda- 
mental beliefs when they face the con- 
tradictory teachings of men and women 
who may be more highly educated and 
who are specially trained in theology. 

Often we laymen feel that we are but 
“babes” as compared to many teachers 
who are camouflaging the line between 
truth and error. Can we be right and 
they be wrong, even though they should 
know far better than we? 

Let us turn to our basis of proof of 
truth. The Lord Jesus, Himself, encour- 
ages us with His words in Matthew 11: 
25: “I ‘hank thee, O Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because thou hast 
hid these things from the wise and pru- 
dent, and hast revealed them unto 
babes,” Isn’t that absolutely wonderful 
for us? 

From here, we can move right on to 
“shouting ground.” In 1 Corinthians 
2:9, 10 are these familiar words which 
are fine to keep near by us in our every- 
day thinking: “But as it is written, 
Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him. But God 
hath revealed them unto us by his 
Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all 
things, yea, the deep things of God.” 

Furthermore, the last few verses of 
the first chapter of 1 Corinthians enable 
us to understand why people with other- 
wise brilliant minds are not able to ac- 
cept Scriptural truth when plain; every- 
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day kind of folks, such as we are, do 
apprehend these verities sufficiently to 
receive practical help and to be thrilled 
by their glorious reality. 

Thus the love of God has preceded us 
and prepared assurance for us who 
study the Scriptures, because we love 
them and are conscious of the fact that 
we need them. 

Surely, it is worse than contradictory 
that religious leaders, whose position in 
life indicates that they should be the 
product of the teachings of the Bible, 


“Ask What Ye Will” 
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reject and distort those. very teachings. 
“Much speaking” does not in itself 
establish truth. This we know. 
Regardless of the extent of the screen 
of words which may be employed to dis- 
tort Scripture, God’s indelible line of 
demarcation remains in order that we 
may distinguish between truth and error. 
If we watch and pray, we shall be en- 
abled to see the Sun of Righteousness 
dissipate the mists of verbiage. 
CLARKSVILLE, TENN. 


Answered prayer and a tested promise 


HIS happened during the wartime 

in 1942, in Finland. I was in gov- 
ernment service and was appointed to 
a new post about two hundred miles 
distant from my former post. We had 
féur small children, the youngest only 
a few months old. It was winter and 
the situation in our country was not 
good. We had to evacuate the whole 
population from the eastern frontier, 
near the Russian border, to the inland 
section of our country. Local authori- 
ties had to receive these refugees and 
find places for them in the communities 
as well as they could. Every available 
flat or room was used for these refu- 
gees. I knew that it would not be an 
easy job to find a flat for my family, 
especially in the middle of a hard win- 
ter season, 

I journeyed to my new post to investi- 
gate and was told there that several 
thousands of refugees had been sent to 
this place and that every possible place 
was fully occupied. The residents told 
»me that it was an impossibility to find 
any vacant room in the whole area. 
However, since I had made the journey 
I had to try to do something. 

I started early in the morning and 
went from house to house in search of 
a room or flat for my family. The peo- 
Ple laughed at me and .said that this 
was an impossibility. The local authori- 
ties had already sought out every avail- 
able place for the refugees. I heard the 
same story again and again as all day 
long I searched from house to house. 
So I began to realize that this was the 
truth, 

It was getting dark in the evening 
and I was tired from walking the whole 
day. I looked at my watch and saw 
that in only fhree hours the last train 
would leave for the town where my 
family waited. I understood that in the 
natural way there was no chance to 


find a place for my family, yet I had" 


to come to this place in a month. This 
was government order. And I hated the 
idea of leaving my family behind, and, 


By K. O. SYVANTO 


even if I should come alone, I would 
need a place to live. 

Suddenly I remembered the words of 
our Lord in John 15:7, “If ye abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ye shall 
ask what ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you.” I asked myself: Are these 
words true or not? Can I trust in the 
Lord’s promises in everyday life, in its 
troubles and difficulties? I got a bold 
idea. Now I shall put this promise to 
a test. Now I shall soon see if the Lord 
really keeps His promises. 

I knelt by the wayside and said to 
the Lord: : 

“Lord, I cannot boast that I have al- 
ways kept thy words and always been 
faithful to Thee, but, dear Lord, be 
Thou faithful and keep Thy promises 
and help me now in this hopeless sit- 
uation. Thou hast promised: ‘Ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you.’ I will ask now that Thou wilt 
give me and my family a place here, 
where we can live. And, dear Lord, we 
have a proverb that says the mills of 
our Lord are grinding well, but slowly. 
Could you, Lord, hurry now and ar- 
range this matter in three hours before 
the train leaves. I ask this grace in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

I got up from my knees and saw a 
small girl coming toward me on the road. 
I had the feeling that I must ask this 
girl to be my guide. So I asked her, 
and she was ready and willing. I told 
her my situation, how I had been the 
whole day out searching for a place for 
myself and for my family, all in vain. 
I told her, I prefer a small house of our 
own, if it were possible to find and buy 
such a house. I told her I did not 
like this naked plain where the center 
of the village was but that I preferred 
a house surrounded by some trees and 
near a forest, and that a natural spring 
for drinking water would be desirable, 
because I had heard that the water was 
not good in this village and sometimes 
in dry season they had trouble to get 
water. ; 
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She listened to me and then said 
quietly: “I know such a house. Please 
follow me.” She led me to the outskirts 
of the village, near a forest, and there 
was a nice, nearly new, brick house, 
surrounded by some trees. And there 
was a spring near the house. She said 
to me, “This is the house.” 

I went to the house and found that it 
was empty. No one was living there. 
I asked the girl if she knew where the 
owner was. “I shall lead you to him,” she 
said, and she took me to a wealthy mer- 
chant in the village and left me with 
him, 

In less than half an hour we had 
agreed upon the particulars and the 
price, which was surprisingly low, and I 
had become the owner of the house. I 
could hardly realize that it all had hap- 
pened so quickly. The Lord had, in a 
marvelous way, answered my prayer 
and given us our own house in less than 
three hours after my own efforts had 
failed. 

After a month, we moved into this 
house and lived there many happy 
years, until the Lord called, me to His 
service in the Holy Land. We live now 
by the Lake of Gennesareth, where the 
Lord provided us a nice home. 

I have wondered many times, was the 
girl who was my guide a real girl or 
was she an angel, whom the Lord sent 
to help me in this time of need. 

I had put one of the Lord’s promises 
to a test and I had found out that His 
promises are true, even today. 


TIBERIAS, ISRAEL. 
ve 


Children at Home 


1. Poor Pussy! 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 
(Retold from “Precepts in Practice’ by A. L. O. E., 
now out of print) 

EN-YEAR-OLD Alice Morris and her 
Brother Johnny lived with hot-tem- 
pered Uncle Jonas, their widowed 
mother’s brother. He had been a Sailor, 
but, having lost one leg in an accident, 
could not go back to his ship. Uncle 
Jonas was not unkind to the children, 
but he got angry very easily. Then he 
would shout and pound the floor with 
his wooden leg till Alice trembled with 
fright. Even Johnny got out of the house 
in a hurry when he thought something 

might make Uncle Jonas angry. 

Uncle Jonas had a big black cat that 
he loved very much. Alice liked Pussy 
too, and often stroked her, but she could 
not get her to play because she was 
too old. Her uncle also had a number 
of interesting things he had brought 
from foreign lands, which Alice liked to 
look at but never touched, for fear 
something would get damaged. He had 
some bottles of alcohol containing speci- 

(Continued on page 677) 
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LESSON 11. SEPTEMBER 9. THE SOURCE OF HUMAN CONFLICTS 


Luke 22:31-34, 54-62; James 3 and 4; printed text, James 3:4, 5; 4:1-12 
Golden Text.—Follow peace with all men.—Heb. 12:14 


THe KING JAMES VERSION 
Jas. 3:4 Behold also the ships, which though they be 
so great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned 
about with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor 
listeth. : 
5 Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great 
things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! 


Chap. 4:1 From whence come wars and fightings among 
you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in 
your members? 

2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and 
cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because 
ye ask not. 

3 Ye ask, and receive not, beeause ye ask amiss, that ye 
may consume it upon your lusts, 

4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the 
friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever 
therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 

5 Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit 


6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God 
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble. 

7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you. 

8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. 
Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye 
double minded. 

9 Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be 
turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. ; 

10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he 
shall lift you up. 

11 Speak not evil one to another, brethren. He that 
speaketh-evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh 
evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the 
law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge. 

12 There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to 
destroy: who art thou that judgest another? 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy? 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


E SHOULD not leave our all- 

W too-brief excursion in the Epistle 

of James without facing up to 
the supposed conflict between James 
and Paul. It is well known that Mar- 
tin Luther cared very little for James. 
Over against such books as John, Ro- 
mans, and Galatians he said (in the 1522 
edition of his Bible): “St James’s Epis- 
tle is a right strawy epistle as compared 
with them; for it has no real Gospel 
character.” It should be noted that this 
statement was eliminated from later edi- 
tions. 

That there is little Gospel in James as 
compared with, say, 1 Peter, we shall 
readily agree. Apparently the purpose 
was different. James is dealing with 
matters of practical conduct. He is the 
exhorter rather than the expositer, and 
that should be kept in mind. 

The “contradiction” between Paul and 
James comes to sharpest focus in such 
passages as Romans 4:5, 6 over against 
James 2:24. Now it is evident that James 
was not writing to combat Paul’s letters 
to the Romans and the Galatians, for 
these were not yet written when James 
sent out his little Epistle. Nor was he 
writing to oppose the teachings of Paul, 
for at the council of Jerusalem, de- 
scribed in Acts 15, James actually stands 
champion for Paul. Why, then, such 
contrary statements? 

It ought to be recognized that Paul 
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and James are dealing with two different 
subjects, and are combating different 
errors. Paul was championing the free- 
dom of the Gospel against Jewish legal- 
ism. James, on the other hand, was 
insisting on the ethical involvements of 
the Gospel as over against antinomian- 
ism, which repudiated all moral respon- 
sibility in the name of grace. Paul 
would have been as hot against this 
perversion of his doctrine of justification 
by faith as was James. Indeed, Paul 
was just as insistent on good works on 
the part of those who professed faith 
as was James. Only Paul emphasized 
that it was by faith that men were jus- 
tified, while James insisted that the kind 
of faith which justified was a living faith 
which found expression in good works. 
Paul did not teach that intellectual as- 
sent to a doctrine, altogether divorced 
from ethical results, justified a man. 
Nor did James teach that the works of 
the Law were the way of justification. 
If only we see their points of emphasis, 
we shall have no difficulty with harmo- 
nization. Today we need both emphases, 


Verse by Verse 

Jas. 3:4.—“. . . the ships ... so great 
turned about with a very small helm 

. ” This picture must be taken in 
connection with verses 1-3. These figures 
of little things which have influence out 
of all proportion to their size represent 
the power of the tongue. 

Verse 5.—“Even so the tongue... 
boasteth great things .. .” The tongue 
talks “big” enough for a very much 
bigger object, and can start a conflagra- 


tion of vast proportions. A slip of the 
tongue can do untold damage. 

Chap. 4:1—‘“. . . wars and fightings 
..- Of your lusts that war in your mem- 
bers?” Outward conflicts between mem- 
bers of the church are only a reflection 
of the turbulence within the hearts of 
the members—the turbulence of conflict- 
ing desires. 

Verse 2.—“Ye lust, and have not... 
kill... fight... war... ye have not, 
because ye ask not.” One can scarcely 
believe this picture of the early church, 
in which some even resorted, to mur- 
der to secure their desires, and then did 
not secure them. Some, refusing to ac- 
cept this as applying to the church, be- 
lieve that James is referring to the Jews 
in general, who, in those days of political 
intrigue, were not beyond using the as- 
sassin’s weapon. But James is here deal- 
ing with carnal Christians, 

Verse 3.—“Ye ask, and receive not, be- 
cause ye ask amiss ... your lusts.” In 
verse 2, James has pointed to the way of 
prayer, but here reminds us that the 
way of prayer is no guarantee of secur- 
ing our desires if our desires are nothing 
more than selfish appetites. 

Verse 4.—“Ye adulterers and adulter- 
esses .. . the friendship of the world is 
enmity with God .. .” Spiritual adultery 
is here in mind. As Israel was spoken 
of as the wife of Jehovah, and turning 
to idols was called adultery, so the 
church is the bride of Christ, and loving 
the world is likewise adultery. There 
can be no friendship with God and the 
world. It is an either, or. 
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Verse 5.—“. . . The spirit that dwell- 
eth in us lusteth to envy?” No Scrip- 
ture is void of meaning. The spirit 
referred to is the Holy Spirit, who 
yearns over us with a pure, holy jeal- 
ousy. No particular verse is here quoted, 
but the general sense of such passages 
as Deuteronomy 32: 10-21. 

Verse 6.—“. . . God resisteth the proud, 
but giveth grace unto the humble.” For 
the higher standards of the Christian life 
God has the “more grace,” bestowed on 
the humble and submissive (Prov. 3:34). 

Verse 7.—“Submit ... Resist .. .” 
Only the soul submitting to God is in 
a position to resist the Devil with any 
success, for only then have we the back- 
ing of the divine omnipotence against 
our adversary. 

Verse 8.—“Draw nigh to God a 
Cleanse ... purify ...” See Hebrews 
10: 19-22. The drawing nigh to God must 
be with clean hands and pure hearts (1 
Tim. 2:8; Psa. 24:3, 4). The ancient 
Jewish practice of lifting up the hands 
in prayer is here in view. 

Verse 9.—“Be afflicted ... 
laughter be turned to mourning . . 
This is a call to much needed repent- 
ance. The laughter and joy of the world- 
ling needed to be turned to mourning 
and shame before they could be ex- 
changed for the joy of the Lord. The 
word for “heaviness” here signifies a 
casting down of the eyes. 

Verse 10.—“Humble yourselves ... 
and he shall lift you up.” An echo of 
the teaching of Jesus (Luke 14:11; 18:14). 

Verse 11—“. .. He that speaketh evil 
...judgeth his brother ... the law...” 
It is no sign of humility to speak evil 
of others, for in so doing we are setting 
ourselves up as their judges, and, in- 
deed, as judges of the Law itself, for we 
are saying in effect that the Law is not 
doing its job with respect to this par- 
ticular party. 

Verse 12.—*. . . one lawgiver . . . who 
art thou that judgest another?” Humility 
would lead us to commit judgment to 
the one Lawgiver and Judge, as wholly 
capable of dealing with the case without 
our help. 


let your 


The Heart of the Lesson 

John Oxenham has a stanza which 
Says: 

To every man there openeth 

A Way, and Ways, and a Way, 

The High Soul climbs the High Way, 

The Low Soul gropes the Low, 

And in between, on the misty flats, 

The rest drift to and fro. 


In today’s lesson we have a series of such 
Situations in which alternative roads are 
indicated. Sometimes the alternatives 
are more implied than clearly stated. 
The first concerns the tohgue. By com- 
parison with bits which are used to 
bridle horses, and helms which are used 
to control ships, James indicates that 
the tongue has power out of all propor- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
10. September 2.—The Royal Law of 
Love. Luke 6:27-31; 10:30-37; James 2 
Next Week’s Lesson 


12. September 16.—Christ Among the 
Churches. Matthew 18:20; WJohn 
21:1-14; Revelation 1 to 3 








tion to its size. Unfortunately this power 
is too often used in the low road, the 
way of evil. It then becomes a destruc- 
tive fire, a deadly poison, an instrument 
of hypocrisy. But it need not be so. 
While it is beyond the power of man 
to tame the tongue, it is not beyond the 
power of God. With the wisdom that is 
from above, which may be had for the 
asking, a man may have a tongue free 
from offense and bringing forth the fruit 
of righteousness. 

The second is a choice between war 
and prayer. A man desires; he is de- 
termined to have; he seeks means to 
obtain. Illicit means of obtaining are 
open to him, including even strife and 
murder. His lust burns so intensely 
that he will even follow that way. The 
low soul is groping the low road, and 
finds it futile. The other way begins 
with an examination of one’s motives 
—“Why do I want this?” If the motive 
is purely selfish, the desire is repudiated. 
But if it is a legitimate desire for proper 
ends, the man gives himself to prayer, 
believing prayer, and receives. I have 
seen a motto with the startling words, 
“Why pray when you can worry?” 
Some have it, “Why pray when you can 
fight?” Once again, “The High Soul 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT was Martin Luthet’s attitude 
to the Epistle of James? 


2. What contradiction is thought by 
some to exist between Paul and James? 


3. What enemies of the Gospel did 
Paul and James have to combat, giving 
an appearance of conflict between them? 


4. By what three figure$ does James 
describe the tongue? 

5. How does James explain the con- 
flicts in the churches? 


, 6. What hindrance to answered prayer 
does James mention? 


7. To what evil is worldliness likened 
by James? 


8. What is a necessary prerequisite for 
successfully resisting the Devil? 


9. What ancient practice is alluded to 
in the exhortation, “Cleanse your 
hands”? 

10..What echo of the teaching of the 
Lord Jesus Christ is found in today’s 
lesson? . 


(Answers on page 676) 
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climbs the High Way, the Low Soul 
gropes the Low.” 

The third fork in the road has to do 
with friendship. One way is marked, 
“the friendship of the world,” the other 
is marked, “the friendship of God.” Now 
some for the purposes of security want 
to be on friendly terms with God. At 
the same time they are greatly enamored 
of the world for what it may offer of 
pleasure, social advancement, and such 
like. They would very much like to 
walk both roads, but it cannot be done. 
It becomes a matter of choice. The 
friendship of God involves the enmity 
of the world; the friendship of the world 
means enmity with God, and for one 
who is professedly a follower of God, 
walking the way of the world is spir- 
itual adultery. 

The next is the separation of ways 
marked Pride and Humility. In the way 
of pride there is a refusal to submit to 
the will of God and a refusal to mourn 
over one’s sins. There is resistance on 
that road. The proud finds himself 
faced with the resistance of God. The 
end of that can only be destruction. The 
humble soul submits himself under the 
mighty hand of God, is always ready to 
practice repentance, and delights to 
draw nigh to God. There is resistance 
in this road, too. The Devil is there, 
seeking to destroy, to allure, but the 
humble soul is equipped to resist the 
Devil, for God is his strength, and from 
Him the Devil flees. Wherever we go, 
then, we are faced with alternatives. 
Which way shall we choose? 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Quit fighting, and pray (Jas. 4:1-3) 
2. Quit adulterous friendships (vs. 4, 5) 
3. Quit your pride, and get right-(vs. 6-10) 
4. Quit judging others (vs. 11, 12) 


Topics for Development 

What Is the World? Some will im- 
mediately answer, “Oh, the world is 
dancing, cardplaying, drinking, smoking, 
theatergoing, and so on. Now the fact 
is that one may have no part in any of 
these and still be a thorough worldling. 
The world is not simply a catalogue of 
practices: it is a kingdom, characterized 
by a spirit which is contrary to God. 
It is a kingdom which offers gratifica- 
tion of the desires of men, apart from 
any consideration of the will of God. 
When a Christian is more concerned 
with financial gain, or social standing, 
or pleasure, than with the approval of 
God, he is a worldling, he is a friend 
of the world, and has become an adul- 
terer. The spirit of the world can in- 
vade the pulpit till a preacher has come 
to have more concern for his reputation 
as an orator than for the souls of men 
and the honor of Christ. It can enter 
the home and every legitimate sphere’ 
of human life and endeavor. The only 
effectual resistant to worldliness is to 
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have the heart wholly filled with the 
love of Christ. 


Practical Applications 

Little things out of control can do a 
lot of damage. Watch your tongue. 

Worry, work, and war are all substi- 
tutes for prayer, but go on the principle, 
“accept no substitutes.” 

God does not answer prayer to indulge 
your whims, but to have His will done 
in you. Watch your prayers. 

Avoid friendship with the world, or 
you will find yourself saying “Nice 
pussy” to a soul-devouring tiger! 

See that you have God with you when 
you challenge the Devil. Only then will 
you see his heels. ° 

Before passing judgment on a brother, 
check on your qualifications for such a 
solemn task. 


Golden Text 

Heb. 12:14.—“Follow peace with all 
men.” This does not mean that we shall 
have peace with all men. If we heed 
the rest of this verse, which exhorts 
us also to follow after holiness, we shall 
find ourselves in conflict with men. The 
Gospel is always a divider. The point 
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is that we must not be the ones who 
create the division. Our responsibility 
is to manifest the love of God, and if 
we can bring others to peace with God 
we shall be making friends out of for- 
mer foes. 
ELMHUvuRST, ILL, 
ve 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTeD HYMNS 
“When Morning Gilds the Skies” 
“Take Time To Be Holy” 
“Gracious Spirit, Dwell With Me” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy and 
merciful Father, whose Word is filled 
with wise teaching for our guidance,’ we 
thank Thee for the Bible in our own 
tongue and for freedom to ponder and 
practice its precepts. Make us under- 
standing hearers and faithful doers of 
Thy Word before us today. Help us to 
follow after the things that make for 
peace and to guard against all that 
makes for wrong and foolish strife. Keep 
the door of our lips lest we speak what 
would wrong and harm another. In- 
spire our hearts with such love for men 
that to sin against others shall become 
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wholly foreign to us. Make Thy church 
a dwelling place of brotherly love. Move 
Thy people with loving concern for all 
sorts of folk and to constant activity in 
presenting men with the Gospel. Bless 
the sick with healing and health, if it 
please Thee, and to all afflicted ones 
send appropriate mercies. Incline the 
unsaved to seek earnestly after Thy sal- 
vation. Give to all nations God-fearing 
rulers and wise, that such things may 
be done as will make for justice, peace, 
and good will among all people. Then, 
at last, bring the glorious second ad- 
vent of our Lord and the triumph of His 
Kingdom. Through His name we pray. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—“Speak not evil, 
one of another,” writes James in our 
lesson portion. It is a command we must 
remember and obey. A little lad ran 
in to his mother one day and cried out, 





BEFORE YOU TELL IT, ASK: 
| | TRUE TO FACT? 


nezprut 10 Tell? 


NEEDFUL 

“Oh, Mother, our baker is such a cruel 
man. He’s beating hi$ dog with a stick 
and nearly killing it.” The mother went 
out and spoke to the man, only to find 
the dog had just killed a little lamb, 
and his master was punishing him for it. 
Not knowing this, the boy had judged 
the man wrongly. We, too, may make 
such mistakes. That is why in England 
about two hundred years ago, John and 
Charles Wesley and some other early 
Methodists made and signed an agree- 
ment not to listen or inquire after any- 
thing to the discredit of another and 
not to be ready to believe such reports 
if they should hear them. Instead they 
agreed that if they heard evil of a 
Christian brother they would speak or 
write to the person about it, saying 
nothing to anyone else till first check- 
ing with the person involved. Nor would 
they afterward speak of it to anyone else 
unless absolutely obliged by conscience 
to do so. 

If all of us would be governed by 
such rules, much mischievous talebear- 
ing and misjudging of others. would 
never take place. Pray that the spirit 
of love and obedience to Christ’s teach- 
ing that dwelt in those first Methodists 
may dwell in us. 


Catcary, AtTa., CAN. 
we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 











“Behold, how great a matter a little 
fire kindleth!”” (Jas. 3:5.)—James has a 
great deal to say about the tongue. Put- 
ting it all together, W. E. Vine Has given us 
the following outline: The tongue is: 
(1) “a world of iniquity”; (2) untam- 
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(3) a restless evil; (4) “full of 
It resembles: (1) a fire; 
(3) a rudder; (4) 
What it does: 


able; 
deadly poison.” 
(2) a bridled horse; 
a fountain; (5) a tree. 
(1) “boasteth great things”; (2) “de- 
fileth the whole body”; (3) sets on 
fire the wheel of nature; (4) “is set on 
fire of hell.” What it is not to do: 
(1) not to bless and curse; (2) not to 
speak evil; (3) not to swear. How it is 
to be used: (1) in view of judgment 
hereafter; (2) without our stumbling 
someone by it; (3) in restraint. 

I read recently of an unlearned man 
going tg a learned one with a request 
to be taught a Psalm. The learned man 
selected Psalm 39. He gave his pupil the 
first verse, word for word: “I said, I 
will take heed to my ways, that I sin 
not with my tongue: I will keep my 
mouth with a bridle, while the wicked 
is before me.” The teacher expected his 
pupil to go on to the next verse, and 
was surprised when the pupil asked to 
be excused. When asked why, he said: 
“I want to go and learn that point 
first!” It was nine months before the 


teacher saw the pupil again, and then 
only to hear him say he had not learned 
Do we think we have 


that point yet! 
learned it? 

“The power of fire is appalling! A 
single spark may kindle a conflagration 
which will consume an entire city. The 
‘Great Fire’ of London (1666) began in 
a small shop near London Bridge, and 
by it most of the city was laid in ashes. 
The fire which in 1871 burned over some 
2,100 acres of Chicago, which in a few 
hours left 100,000 people homeless, and 
which destroyed $200,000,000 of property, 
started in a shed by the overturning of 
a lamp” (W. G. Moorehead). “And the 
tongue is a fire . . . and setteth on fire 
the course of nature; and it is set on 
fire of hell.” 


“Ye lust, and have not: ye kill... 
and cannot obtain .. .” (Jas. 4:3).—The 
nations of the world are divided into 
two classes: (1) The haves, and (2) the 
have nots. Naturally, those who have 
not, desire to have, and wiil resort to 
war and bloodshed to attempt to secure 
that which they crave, only to find, as 
our text says, that they “cannot obtain.” 

The worldling is governed by his pas- 
sions, pleasures, and envies. And, if he 
prays, it is only for that which will 
Please himself. 

The believer is indwelt by the Holy 
Spirit who does not desire enviously. 
The believer is a person who has “all 
things” (1 Cor. 3:21-23; Rom. 8:32). And 
when he is exercised to the point of 
bringing his desires into harmony with 
the Spirit, he is morally separated from 
the flesh and the world. 

In Charles W. Peterson’s book, “Rules 
of the Game of Being a Christian,” he 
records his own experience as follows: 
“As a youth, I had always lived among 
genuinely Christian people and had wit- 
messed ever sO many cases where 
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wicked, worldly, and selfish people were 
transformed into the nicest, most gra- 
cious, Christlike people you ever met. 

“Even with all of this helpful back- 
ground I was twenty years old before 
I first managed to exercise the simple 
faith that let Christ change my own life. 
I was in a period of ‘hungering and 
thirsting’ after God. One Sunday after- 
noon I was alone in our attic storeroom, 
next to my amateur radio station, read- 
ing the eleventh chapter of Hebrews. 
Suddenly I felt my own faith take hold, 
and my load of sin and uncertainty van- 
ished. Christ was speaking to me, tell- 
ing me that I was now His, and He my 
Saviour. I had never experienced such 
peace and lack of fear before, and felt 
that I was the happiest person in the 
world. For weeks, whenever I was alone, 
I reveled in this new two-way communi-, 
cation between my soul and God. 

“I had had a lot of fun with my ama- 
teur radio station, but this beat that ‘all 
hollow,’ for I was now speaking directly 
with God, the maker and owner of the 
universe, rather than with other, human 
beings like myself. Christ had iAstaliea 
in my soul an ‘interstellar radio trans- 
mitter and receiver’ which was abso- 
lutely portable in that it had no weight, 
occupied no space, and could not be 
seen.” 


“Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you” (Jas. 4:7).—A proud, envious, 
worldly person is in no condition to re- 
sist the Devil. A gracious, humble, sub- 
missive, prayerful, and Word-filled 
Christian can resist him, in the power 
of the indwelling Spirit. ; 

Wawona, CALIF. 

ve 


My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


N ORDER to review the verses we 

have memorized on “The Work of 
Christ” we're going to have a contest 
using that card. This is how we'll do 
it: I’ll ask the girl on my right the 
first question. If she can quote the an- 
swer correctly, she will get ten points. 
If she knows the reference, too, she'll 
get twenty. If she cannot answer the 
question, I'll ask the girl on her right. 
We'll go around the class this way, and 
when we get back to the first girl Pll 
ask her whatever question comes next 
on the gard. Each of you will have as 
many turns as time will allow. If you 
remember this card as well as I hope 
you do, we'll be able to cover it two or 
three times. The girl with the most 
points, when we stop, wins. 

Next Sunday we’ll have a contest on 
“The Resurrection” card. 

Our lesson today is on “The Source 
of Human Conflicts.” What causes quar- 
reling? Sin in the heart is the inside 
cause. The outside cause is the things 
that we do, and more often the things 
that we say. 
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Last week we talked about “The 
Royal Law of Love.” If we obeyed that 
—loving other people as much as we 
love ourselves—we would never quar- 
rel. Find Proverbs 13:10. Here God 
says, “Only by pride cometh conten- 
tion.” The center letter of both “pride” 
and “sin” is I. I want to be the best, 
to have the best, and to be recognized 
as the best. How foreign this sin was 
to our blessed Lord who left. His 
heavenly glory, humbling Himself even 
to the death of the cross for our sakes! 

Read Matthew 12:34. You see what 
is in our hearts is bound to come out 
in our words. And, oh, what trouble 
words can cause! Turn to James 3:4, 5. 
The good or evil that can be done by the 
tongue, is not in proportion to its size. 
The helm or rudder was a:very small 
part of the ghip, yet it could turn the 
ship in any direction the captain chose. 
So the tongue can lead a soul to Christ 
by the power of the Spirit, but without 
the Spirit’s control, it can cause grief 
and trouble. 

Now let us read James 4:1-12 around 
the class, stopping for a little after the 
sixth verse. These first six verses give 
the causes of quarreling among Chris- 
tians: (1) Lust, which means sinful de- 
sires, (2) greed, (3) worldliness, (4) 
envy, (5) pride. Now read verses 7-12 
which give the cure for quarreling: (1) 
Submit to God, asking Him for help to 
do His will, not our own, (2) Resist the 
Devil. We must say No to our old 
natures when he tempts us to sin. (3) 
Cleanse our hands. This means making 
right any wrong our hands have done, 
and refusing to let them do further 
harm. (4) Purify our hearts. We can 
do this by filling our minds and hearts 
with God’s Word, and refusing to listen 
or look at anything impure. (5) Feel 
genuine sorrow when we sin, (6) Hum- , 
ble ourselves before the Lord. (7) Re- 
fuse to speak evil of any other Chris- 
tian. 

To keep from quarreling we need to 
watch both our hearts and our words. 
The heart is the spring, and the tongue 
is the fountain. Did you notice: that 
James says, “Speak not evil one of an- 
other.” We all know that it is wicked 
to tell lies about someone else, but per- 
haps some of us do not realize that it 
is a sin to speak evil, unnecessarily, of 
another, even if it is true. 

A Christian minister came into a room 
where the ladies of his church were 
having a work meeting. As they sewed, 
they talked. He soon realized that they 
were talking about one of the members 
who was absent. One of them said, 
“Don’t you think Mrs. is very 
odd? She does so and so.” “Yes,” said 
another, “and she does this and this.” 
Then a third added something else. 
Finally one woman, realizing that the 
minister was unusually silent, said to 
him, “Don’t you find Mrs, very 
odd?” “Yes,” replied the minister, “I 
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believe she is odd, for I have never 
heard her say anything unkind about an 
absent friend.” All the women were 
too ashamed to say another word. God 
wants us all to be “odd” in that way. 

Psalm 19:14 would make a good prayer 
with which to end today’s lesson. If 
you do not know it by heart, read it 
fro the Bible. If you can say it from 
memory, so much the better. But 
whether we read it or say it, may we 
pray it sincerely, “Let the words of my 
mouth, and the meditation of my heart, 
be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my 
strength, and my redeemer.” 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
4 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the Apostle James is 
telling us that “rhubarbs” are pro- 
duced by an evil spirit, “set on fire of 
hell” (Jas. 3:6). Strong language, yes, 
but it is just as well to have the matter 
plainly stated—and James is a fearless 
teacher and doesn’t “pull any punches.” 
This bad spirit begins in the hearts of 
individuals, works out through harsh 
words and actions into groups and com- 
panies and nations. “From whence 
come wars... ?” he asks; then answers 
his own question: “The spirit that 
dwelleth in us lusteth to envy.” It 
makes large use of the tongue: “Even 
so the tongue is a little member, and 
boasteth great things. Behold, how 
great a matter a little fire kindleth!... 
the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity.” 
When we get angry the tongue immedi- 
ately backs up for a “charge” to explode. 
Someone has said that anger is an 
emotion with’ which we punish our- 
selves for other peopie’s sins. The wise 
man. says, “He that is slow to anger is 
better than the mighty; and he that 
ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a 
city” (Prov. 16:32). Control that spirit 
and you will save embarrassment later. 
I saw a big touring car sideswipe a 
T-model Ford and knock it several feet 
to one side on a country road. The big 
man in the touring car got out and came 
back loudly abusing the young fellow 
in the T-model, claiming he was driving 
in the middle of the road. I knew this 
was not true, for I had witnessed the 
incident. The big man was evidently 
trying to forestall a damage claim, for 
the flivver’s running board and fender 
were badly battered. The young fellow 
very calmly stated he was driving on 
the right side of the road. I marveled 
at his composure under a palpably unjust 
accusation, delivered in such an abusive 
manner. While he examined his run- 
about to see if it had sustained further 
damage, the big fellow got back in his 
car and went speeding up the highway, 
doubtless chuckling over his own car’s 
escape from injury. 
-I asked the young man if his engine 
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had suffered. No, he thought it was all 
right; he would crank up and see. 
Good! It started off with a clutter, and 
he asked me if I wanted to ride. I had 
not far to go, but rather gladly accepted, 
for I was impressed by this young fel- 
low’s grip on himself. It took self-con- 
trol not to answer back with heat. The 
way that big fellow had hurried on, 


‘leaving the flivver in trouble which he 


had caused, was certainly not on the 
Square, to say the least. 

A turn in the road brought a fresh 
surprise. There was the touring car, a 
hundred yards ahead, standing in the 
middle of the road, hood raised, and the 
big man peering in at the engine. There 
was room for the runabout to pass, and 
I wondered what the young man at the 
wheel would do. Would the little car 
rattle past with its damaged fender? It 
would be only human nature to sing out 
some sort of taunt: “Thought you were 
in a hurry,” or, “Don’t block the road, 
Mister!” but he didn’t seem to be that 
kind. I expected something different 
from my charioteer, and I wasn’t dis- 
appointed. The runabout did pass, but 
stopped ten yards ahead, and the young 
fellow got out and went back. “Engine 
trouble? Need any help?” The big fel- 
low’s face was a puzzle as he looked 
up with a worried grin and mopped his 
brow with a grease-smeared hand. Yes, 
there was engine trouble and it was 
serious. 

The last I saw of them as they turned 
the curve of the road ahead, the big car’s 
front axle was connected by a chain to 
the rear of the flivver as it chugged 
along in low gear, dragging the big. one 
to the nearest garage. 

Say, fellows, it takes a dead game 
sport to do a trick like that. Any cheap- 
skate could whiz past and give his enemy 
in trouble the hard-boiled eye, but it 
takes a fine soul to be generous when 
the natural impulse might call for a 
razzing. 

It is the Christ spirit not to answer 
back—“Who, when he was reviled, re- 
viled not again; when he suffered, he 
threatened not...” (1 Pet. 2:23). 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 
ve 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
The Words We Say 
(Luke 22:54-62; Jas. 3:4, 5) 

F YOU have a boy in the class who 
is boat-minded, he might bring a 
model to class and explain the work 
of the rudder. 
recent forest fire or city conflagration 
may serve as introduction. Draw atten- 
tion to the little incident which started 
the blaze, possibly only a cigarette, a 
campfire, a wire, or a minor explosion, 


Pictures or stories of a . 





August 25, 1956 


Dear Harold: Look at the ships. 
Though they are so big and are driven 
by hard winds, they are turned by a 
very small rudder wherever the quick 
thought of the pilot wishes. In the same 
way the tongue is a small part of the 
body and it boasts of great things (Jas. 
3:4, 5). 

JAMES 
Slave of God and of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Dear Dorothy: See what a lot of wood 
a tiny fire starts burning! And the 
tongue is a fire! (Jas, 3:5, 6.) 
JAMES 
Slave of God and of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


If another James had had his way, his 
tongue would have started a real fire! 
(Read Luke 9:52-56.) Hate and spite are 
apt to do things like that. Can you 
think of things your tongue has said 
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when you wanted to “burn” somebody 
with mean, hateful words? What did 
the Lord say and do about it? Jude 
(brother of our letter-writing James) 
tells us that even the great prince of 
angels, Michael, did not use burning 
words against the Devil when they had 
a quarrel over the body of Moses but 
left it to the Lord to do the “calling 
down” (Jude 9). 

Then there was Peter. How much 
sin and trouble a lying tongue made 
for him! His tongue surely steered his 
ship wrong that night! (Read Luke 22: 
54-62.) Has yours steered you wrong, 
too? Peter felt bad about his lying 
tongue when the Lord looked at him. 
You may feel bad about yours, too. 

But what to do? Our friend and ad- 
viser, James, says that people have 
tamed all kinds of animals, birds, snakes, 
and things in the water, but no one can 
tame a tongue! (Jas. 3:8.) Only God by 
His Holy Spirit in us can tame it. 


Dear Tom: Put yourself under God’s 
control. Stand up against the Devil 
and he will run away from you. Come 
close to God and He will come close to 
you (Jas. 4:7, 8). 

JAMES 
Slave of God and of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


This afternoon why don’t you read 
carefully in your Bible chapters 3 and 4 
of James’ Letter which speak especially 
about tongue troubles and getting into 
quarrels? Then do some talking with 
God about your own tongue and what 
He and you are going to do about it. 

Long ago David made a good prayer 
about his words. He went back behind 
the words to his heart: “Let the words 
of my mouth, and the meditation of my 
heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, 
my strength, and my redeemer” (Psa. 
19:14,-Memory Verse). Would that not 
be a good prayer to make every morn- 
ing before you meet your family and 
go off to school? And remember the 
Lord is the only one who has the 
strength to tame that tongue of yours, 
and the only one who can redeem you 
from the bad words already said, 

Now a little review of Bible Letters: 
Find Hebrews. Who wrote it? Prob- 
ably Paul. What verse have we learned 
from it? (Heb. 13:6.) Then come one 
Letter from James, two from Peter, 
three from John, and one from Jude. 
(As each Book is located, a few facts 
about the author may be given, also the 
Memory Verses from 1 John 4:7, 10.) 
The last Book in the Bible is not exactly 
a letter but it contains seven letters 
which the Lord of Glory dictated to 
John. 

Orono, MAINE. 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, for 
its readers; and for God’s blessing on 
the contents of the paper. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
The Gift That Made Him a “Seeker.” 

—Follow peace with all men (Heb. 12: 
14, Golden Text). In Papua, an old 
chief was a persistent opponent of the 
Gospel. He refused to receive the 
friendly advances of Mr. Abel, and 
warned his people against the foreign 
teaching. Then there came a serious 
famine, and the chief and his people 
were in want. Mr. Abel said to his wife: 
“I believe the old chief is in need of 
food; we will send him a Christmas gift 
of rice.” This act of kindness astonished 
the chief and led him to ask: “Why 
did you, whom I have long opposed as 
an enemy, show me this kindness?” This 
question offered a coveted’ opportunity 
to witness to the love of Christ, who 
while we were yet sinners died for us, 
and who loved us when we were en- 
emies. The old chief’s antagonism was 
ended; he became a “seeker,” and later 
was baptized as a Christian. He advised 
his people to do the same, and at his 
death said, “I have followed the good 
way—the Jesus way. I am going the 
long road to the place He has prepared, 
and there is light beyond. It is my wish 
that you, too, follow this way and meet 
me at the end of the road.”"—From D. L. 
Pierson, in Kwato Mission Tidings. Sent 
by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Be Careful How You Shout!—Yet are 
they turned about with a very small 
helm (Jas. 3:4). If you think some of 
the things you do don’t matter, remem- 
ber that the avalanches in the Alps have 
been known to start when a climber 
shouted to his companions across the 
slope. We might be careful what we 
shout, and to whom.—From the King’s 
Business. Sent by the late Mrs. B. 
Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


A Mortifying Exercise—Even so the 
tongue is a little member, . ; . Behold, 
how great a matter a little fire kindleth! 
(Jas. 3:5.) A Christian young woman 
of hasty speech and temper, while de- 
ploring her weakness, found herself un- 
able to throw it off. Finally she was 
advised by a friend to repeat while she 
knelt in prayer at night the angry and 
impulsive words shé had spoken during 
the day. “You cannot imagine,” she ad- 


mitted, “how mortified and repentant I. 


felt the first time I actually tried it. With- 
out the provocation that had originally 
called forth such words, I could scarcely 
bear to listen to them myself.” Prayer 
changed things for her and made her 
even tempered.—From the Illustrator. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


How Wars Begin.—From whence come 
wars and fightings among you? (Jas. 
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4:1.) “How do wars begin?” a boy asked 
his father. Not wishing to admit that 
his son’s question was beyond him, the 
father replied: “Well, take the 19M war: 
that began because Germany invaded 
Belgium.” At this point his wife in- 
terrupted him: “Tell the boy the truth, 
It began because somebody was mur- 
dered.” The husband drew himself up 
and, with an air of superiority, retorted: 
“Are you answering the question, or am 
I?” Turning her back on her husband, 
the wife walked out of the room and 
slammed the door as hard as she could. 
When the room stopped vibrating, an 
uneasy silence followed, broken at 
length by the son: “Daddy, you needn't 
tell me how wars begin; I know now.” 
—From the Christian World.. Sent by 
J. A, Clark, Southport, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Excluding God.—Whosoever therefore 
will be a friend of the world is the en- 
emy of God (Jas. 4:4). The very essence 
of worldliness is the exclusion of God. 
It matters not so much from what He is 
excluded, as the fact of His exclusion. 
Mere monasticism, no matter how severe, 
does not shut out worldliness, but shuts 
it in, rather. You may put a man be- 
hind stone walls and never allow him 
to see God’s fair world; you may deprive 
him of the luxuries of life, almost of its 
necessities, and yet have him as thor- 
oughly worldly as ever. If the Father 
is excluded, there is worldliness. It is 
not enough to enclose a portion of 
ground with walls to make it a garden. 
Unless it be cultivated with good, it 
will produce more weeds than ever.— 
From Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Keep Low!—God resisteth the proud, 
but giveth grace unto the humble 
(Jas. 4:6). 

He that is down, needs fear no fall; 

He that is low, no pride: 
He that is humble ever shall 
Have God to be his guide. 
—From John Bunyan. Sent by B. M. 
Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


She Will No Longer Trouble.—Speak 
not evil one of another (Jas, 4:11). One 
day the conversation at dinner, in a 
family well known to the writer, turned 
upon a lady who was so unfortunate as 
to have incurred the dislike of a certain 
member of the family because of some 
little peculiarities. After several had 
expressed their views in no gentle terms, 
the married sister added, “I can’t endure 
her, and I believe I will not return her 
call if she comes here again.” Her hus- 
band, who had remained silent, replied, 
“She will not trouble you again, my 
dear, as she died an hour ago.” “You do 
not mean it, surely! You are only teas- 
ing us for our uncharitableness.” “She 
is really dead; I learned it on my way 
home to dinner. Overwhelmed with 
shame, the little group realized for the 
first time the solemnity of such sinful 
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conversation. Let us take warning and 
speak of those about us as we shall wish 
we had done when they are taken from 
us.—From Advocate and Guardian, Sent 
by Nena T. Dickerson, Chillicothe, Ill. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen £. Odenwelder 


T WAS the weekend before schoo] be- 
gan. All summer long Peggy and 
Patsy had waited for this time to come. 
Their Sunday school teacher had prom- 


_ ised to take them—along with the rest . 





FOR SALE 
Well-kept farm, suitable location for Bible School or 
Conference. Two to four houses available. Modern 


utilities. Swimming. 
CHAUNCEY WAGNER . Hinsdale, N. Y. 





ORDAINED MINISTER 


aged 50, desires part-time pastorate where sound, 
evangelical Bible-teaching ministry would be appre- 
ciated. Church must be located within 50 mile radius 
of Philadelphia. Can furnish the best of references. 
Address Adv. No. 750, The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 North 13th Street, Phila. 5, Pa. 





PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT.102 SCRANTON 2, aS 








LAST OPEN DOOR 
TO ASIA’S MILLIONS 


F.E.B.C. sends out the Gospel 20 hours each 
dayin 36 languages through her eight power- 
ful radio transmitters. Radio sets pre-tuned to 
F.E.B.C. are distributed so many, more might 
hear. This is a work of faith. 


THE FAR EAST BROADCASTING CO. 
P. O. Box 1 Whittier, California 
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of the class—to a nice big cottage in the 
mountains. How exciting it had been 
to get ready for the trip! What fun the 
trip itself was! What fun they had had 
ever since they had come. Well, almost 
ever since they had come they had had 
fun. It was almost bedtime on Saturday 
night. The girls had toasted marshmal- 
lows and hot dogs in the big open fire- 
place. The fact that they burnt most 
of them bothered them not the least. 
They had eaten until they could not 
eat one more thing—nothing, that is, 
except some popcorn that they popped 
in the fireplace. 

Then it was time for family worship. 
Mrs. Baker, their teacher, said that in 
her home their family always read the 
Bible and prayed together every day. 
Now, though she was away from her 
family, she said, her Sunday school girls 
were her “family.” So they would have 
family worship. She opened her Bible 
to the place where she said her family 
at home was reading. What she read, 
however, almost caused Peggy’s and 
Patsy’s hearts to stop beating! Mrs. 
Baker read from the twenty-second 
chapter of Luke, beginning with verse 
fifty-four. It was the story of Peter’s 
denying the Lord Jesus. Mrs. Baker 
explained that only a short time before, 
Peter had declared (while he and the 
disciples were observing the Last Supper 
with their Lord) that no matter who 
else would forsake Him, he never would. 

It was scarcely any time at all until 
the Son of God had been arrested and 
was on trial. Then it was that three 
different times Peter said that he did 
not know the Lord. How sad that made 
the Saviour! How sad that made Peter 
when he looked into the face of the dear, 
loving Saviour! How Peter hated him- 
self then! He ran out into the night 
and wept and wept. 


Mrs. Baker added, “It was Peter’s 
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tongue that got him into trouble. The 
tongue-is only a very little part of our 
bodies. But, oh, how often we use it 
in a way we ought not to! Over in the 
third chapter of the Book of James, we 
are told that great big boats are driven 
through rough winds and waves by a 
very small part of the boat—the tiny 
rudder. ‘James says also that a great 
big fire can come from a very tiny fire. 
And you and I know that is true. You 
saw tonight that we got these huge logs 
burning in the fireplace simply by set- 
ting one little match to a piece of paper. 
That set the sticks on fire. In turn, the 
sticks set the logs on fire. A big fire 
comes from a little one. So, says James, 
that is the way with our tongues. Like 
a tiny rudder steers a big ship, like a 
little fire sets a big fire, so the tongue 
gets us into trouble—or it can keep us 
out of trouble. Take care of your 
tongues, girls. See that they never get 
you into trouble.” 

Then Mrs. Baker prayed. And some 
of the girls took turns praying. But 
neither Peggy nor Patsy prayed. Later, 
when all the girls were in bed (or were 
supposed to be!) there was a little tap, 
tap on Mrs. Baker’s door. She opened 
it and in came two little girls. One was 
Patsy whose chin was trembling. The 
other was Peggy who had tears almost 
ready to overflow. “What is the matter, 
girls? Is something wrong?” 

“Oh, Mrs. Baker, the most awful thing 
happened,” Patsy exclaimed: “We were 
downtown this afternoon and some of 
the children said we were goody-goodies 
from the Sunday school class. They said 
we were the Jesus’ girls. And, Mrs. 
Baker, we were just like Peter!” 

Mrs. Baker helped them to confess 
their sin right there and then. And 
never again did those two girls deny the 
Lord Jesus, you can be sure! 

LANCASTER, PA, 

we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 671) 


1. He regarded it as “a right strawy 
epistle” as compared with other portions 
of the New Testament. 


2. That Paul teaches justification by 
faith while James teaches justification 
by works. 

3. Paul combatted Jewish legalism, 
while James combatted a dead ortho- 
doxy lacking in ethical content. 

4. A bit by which we control horses 
(Jas. 3:3), a helm by which we direct 
the course of a ship (v. 4), and a fire 
(v. 6). 

5. As but an outward expression of 
the war of desires in each one’s heart 
(4:1). 

6. Praying with an eye to indulgence 
(4:3). 


7. Adultery (4:4), 




















































Lesson for September 9 


8. Submitting to God (4:7). 
9. The lifting up of the hands toward 
Heaven in the act of prayer. 
10. James 4:10. See Luke 14:11; 18:14. 
E._muurst, ILL. 
we 


Poor Pussy !s 
(Continued from page 669) 


mens of odd little fish from the other 
side of the world. 

Alice’s father had died when she was 
a baby. Her uncle’s accident occurred 
soon after, and when he was able to 
leave the hospital Mrs. Morris took him 
into their home where he had lived ever 
since. Alice loved her uncle and knew 
that his pension helped her mother, but 
she was always glad when he was out 
of the house. Her mother was a practical 
nurse, so she earned money for the fam- 
ily by taking care of sick people. Some- 
times' she had to be away from home 
for several days at a time and then Alice 
and Johnny and Uncle Jonas had to get 
on as well as they could. 

One Saturday afternoon Alice and 
Johnny were alone in the house. Mrs. 
Morris was away on a case, and Uncle 
Jonas had gone to the store for some- 
thing. Johnny was down on the floor 
playing marbles and Alice was sewing 
for her doll. Pussy was sleeping in 
front of the fire. 

Suddenly Johnny said, “Where did you 
put ‘Robinson Crusoe,’ Alice?” 

“I didn’t have it,” said Alice. 
sure I don’t know where it is.” 

“Look for it then;” said her brother, 
stretching himself out lazily on the floor. 

Alice put down her sewing and started 
looking.. She usually did what Johnny 
wanted her to do. Before long she saw 
it under something an the high shelf 
where her uncle’s bottles were kept. 
“There it is,” she cried. 

“Get it for me,” said Johnny. So Alice 
climbed up on a chair. and reached up 
for the book. As she tried to pull it 
out from under the pile she accidentally 
knocked down one of her uncle’s pre- 
cious bottles. It fell to the floor with 
a crash, breaking all to pieces and spill- 
ing the alcohol and little fish all over the 
carpet. 

Alice was so frightened she almost 
fell off the chair, and even Johnny 
jumped up from the floor in alarm. 
“Won’t Uncle be angry!” he exclaimed. 
“We must get out of the house before 
he comes home.” 

“But he’ll be angry about this for a 
long time,” said poor ‘Alice. “Mother 
may not get home today, and we can’t 
stay out all night.” Alice burst into 
tears. 

Just then the big black cat came 
slowly over to smell] the little fish lying 
on the carpet. : 

“I know what!” 


“T’m 


exclaimed Johnny. 


“We'll leave the cat shut un in this room 
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and Uncle will think she knocked the 
bettle down. He won't do anything to 
her, he’s so fond of her. Get your coat 
and come quick before Uncle gets back.” 

By this time the cat was eating the 
fish, so the children went out, carefully 
shutting the door, and ran up the road 
toward the woods as fast as_ they 
could go. 

They stayed away from the house all 
the rest of the afternoon, but Alice was 
unhappy. It was a gray, gloomy day 
so that the woods did not look attractive, 
and down in her heart she realized that 
they were not doing the right thing. 
Alice loved the Lord and wanted to 
please Him. She felt that He would not 
be pleased with this way of trying to 
get out of trouble. 

Suddenly she remembered a_ verse 
they had learned in Sunday school, 
“Speak every man truth with his neigh- 
bour.” “Oh, dear,” said Alice to herself, 
“I’m sure that means that we ought to 
tell Uncle Jonas the truth. But I'd be 
seared to death to do it.” 

At last Alice decided that she would 
tell her mother all about it when she 
came home, and ask her mother to tell 
Uncle Jonas—but that might not be for 
a day or two. Alice sighed. Just then 
Johnny ran off to watch a squirrel. Sud- 
denly Alice remembered that the Lord 
was always with her. So she closed her 
eyes and told Him all about it, and asked 
Him to help her to do right. Then she 
felt better. 

When at last the children went home 
they found Uncle Jonas Shoveling dirt 
back into a hole in the garden. He said 
sadly, “Poor old Tabby is dead. I have 
just finished burying her. In some way 
she managed to knock down one of my 
bottles and then ate the fish it contained, 
not knowing that there was poison in it.” 

“Why was there poison in the bottle?” 
asked Johnny. 

“To preserve the specimen,” said his 
uncle briefly. 

(To be continued) 


we 


Southeastern States 
Christian Teachers Fellowship 


HE Southeastern States Christian 

Teachers Fellowship held its first 
summer workshop June 25-30 at Ben 
Lippen School, Asheville, N. C. Repre- 
sentatives of six Christian schools were 
present, besides guests from other teach- 
ing fields. 

Mr. A. C. Fortosis, headmaster of Ben 
Lippen School, was elected chairman of 
the committee on constitution, which 
will present plans for formal organiza- 
tion at the next convention, to he held 
in Charlotte, N. C., February’ 1-4, 1957, 
God willing. Dr. L. P. McClenny, pas- 
tor of Calvary Presbyterian Church, is 
chairman for local arrangements; and 
Dr. Paul Culley, of the Graduate School 
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Evangelical school in 
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Adv. No. 760, The Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th 
Street, Phila. 5, Pa. . 
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of Missions, Columbia Bible College, is 
chairman of the program committee. 
Inquiries regarding the Fellowship and 
its next convention may be addressed 
to. Columbia Christian School, 1440 
Covenant Road, Columbia, S. C. 


we 
1957 Scripture Art Calendars 


HE Scripture Art Calendars distrib- 

uted by THe Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs 
are always enthusiastically welcomed by 
its readers. They like to have them for 
use in the home, and for inexpensive 
gifts for friends and for Sunday school 
classes, and the like. Sunday school 
teachers depend upon them for con- 
venient reminders of coming Sunday 
school lessons. Teachers of children, 
and of older classes, too, often use the 
fine color reproductions of paintings of 
Bible scenes for framing and for display 
in classrooms and as an aid to teaching. 


The 1957 Scripture Art Calendar, 
which is now ready for mailing, is a 
wall calendar measuring 10x16 inches. 
On the cover is an 8%4x10 inch full- 
color reproduction of Woodward’s Bible 
painting, “The Rich Young Ruler.” Each 
of the twelve inside calendar pages for 
the months of the year displays an 
84%2x4% inch full-color reproduction 
of a painting depicting some Bible inci- 
dent found in the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lessons that will be 
studied in that particular month. Such 
subjects as, “The Visit to Nazareth,” by 
Dore; “Jesus Chooses Four Disciples,” by 
Stemler; “Touch Me Not,” by Shonherr; 
“The Fall of Jericho,” by Philippoteaux; 
“Abraham and Lot,” by Morgan; “Paul’s 
Escape,” by Priola; and “The Wise Men 
Visit Christ at Bethlehem,” by Hofmann 
are included. 

Calendars for three months are shown 
on each page. The current month has 
each weekday indicated in large, black, 
easy-to-read numerals, and Sundays and 
holidays printed in red. The preceding 
month and the following month are 
shown in small blocks at the top of the 
current month, 


The International Uniform Sunday 
Schoo] Lesson titles are given for each 
Sunday with the proper Scripture ref- 
erences and devotional reading refer- 
ences. A Scripture verse is printed in 
full for each weekday, and, at the top 
of each month’s calendar, Scripture ref- 
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erences are given for daily Bible read- 
ings for the month, following the selec- 
tions of the American Bible Society. 
The moon’s phases are shown in red on 
the proper days of each month. 

These attractive Scripture Art Calen- 
dars are moderately priced. They may 
be had for 35 cents each; 3 for $1; 12 for 
$3.50; 25 for $7; 50 for $12; 100 for $22. 
Prices for larger quantities may be had 
upon request. Please ask for the 1957 
Scripture Art Calendars, and mai] your 


order, with your name and address and‘ 


remittance, to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North 13th Street, Phila- 
delphia 5. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. -With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


Redemption—Accomplished and Ap- 
plied. By John Murray. (Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich. 
$3.) Professor Murray’s volume is an 
up-to-date expression of the Calvinistic 
viewpoint of the work of Christ. He 
supports the Federal theology, the doc- 
trines of depravity, election, and perse- 
verance. Faced with the choice between 
an atonement unlimited in extent but 
limited in value, and an atonement lim- 
ited in extent but unlimited in value, 
he chooses and defends the latter. The 
author evinces a reverence for the Scrip- 
tures and exercises care and scholarly 
reserve in dealing with his great sub- 
ject. This is a book for scholars and 
Bible students who are ready for the 
deeper insights of the doctrine of sal- 
vation. 


The Cross and the Common Man. By 
Herman Gockel. (Concordia Pub. House, 
St. Louis 18; $2.) Believing that many 
Gospel thoughts are not understood by 
people today, the author has striven for 
an expression which in both language 
and substance can be grasped by the 
“common man.” The basic thoughts of 
the Bible are put in modern dress with- 
out loss of doctrinal purity. The author 
illustrates his views from his own pas- 
toral experience. As director of the TV 
program, “This Is the Life,” he has come 
to grips with the problem of making 
the Gospel message intelligible today, 
and this volume, as one fruit of that 
struggle, should assist many to a better 
understanding of the Gospel. 


Psychology of Religion. By H. C. With- 
erington, Ph.D, (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) Mod- 
ern psychology has difficulty in under- 
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standi zg and explaining religion. The 
author believes that the Bible discloses 
a spiritual side of man that should not 
be ignored. He has written for the lay- 
man, and brings to bear on human prob- 
lems the insights both of the Scriptures 
and the science of psychology. He views 
man as a trinity, whose spirit died at 
the Fall afid is restored to its original 
state at regeneration. In the course of 
his discussion the author covers many 
subjects. Some of them are dealt with 
superficially and the reader is not given 
a clear idea as to what is meant or its 
relevance to the subject at hand. He 
argues for a literal interpreting of the 
Scriptures and believes in a millennial 
reign of Christ upon the earth. 


The Parabolic Teaching of Scripture. 
By G. H. Lang. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.50.) This 
is a vigorous exposition of the parables 
of the Bible. Both scholarly and prac- 
tical, it seeks to cover the major para- 
bolic portions of the Bible. The teach- 
ings of Christ receive the greatest 
notice; an introductory chapter discusses 
the Old Testament parables; while four 
concluding chapters deal with those of 
the Epistles and Revelation. The author 
is no traditionalist in his interpretations. 
Upholding the inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures, he has felt free to depart from 
commonly received views whenever he 
feels that a newer approach brings out 
the richer meaning of the Bible. 


The Complete Writings of Menno 
Simons. (Herald Press, Scottdale, Pa., 
$8.75.) This volume is of particular in- 
terest to Mennonites, but every Chris- 
tian will profit by knowing of the life 
and writings of this little-known, but 
useful leader in the Church. The volume 
claims to contain all the known writ- 
ings of Menno, including several tracts, 
letters, and hymns never previously 
translated. The volume is well edited, 
with introductions to the various arti- 
cles and footnotes at difficult places. 
The book abounds with exhortations to 
godliness. Menno wrote with a vigor 
characteristie of the writers of his 
period. 


The Apostolic Preaching of the Cross. 
By Leon Morris, B.Sc., M.Th., Ph.D. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapid 3, Mich., $3.50.) The author is 
vice-principal of Ridley College, Mel- 
bourne, Australia. His book is a study 
of words and ideas as they relate to 
the work of salvation. His survey covers 
redemption, covenant, blood, propitia- 
tion, reconciliation, and _ justification. 
His conclusion is that we must think of 
the atonement as a substitution, “which 
is not some purely external thing, which 
stops when it sees the wages of sin 
borne by the Substitute, but something 
which only reaches its consummation 
when the sinner comes to view sin with 
the same mind as his Substitute.” 





Lesson for September 9 


The Sunday Schoo! Gines 


Par E. Howarp, Jr. 
President and Editor 


Harry J. JAEGER 
Executive Vice-President and Secretary 


Hersert A. FRYLING 
Treasurer 


Joun W. Lane, Jr. 

Associate Editor 
Correspondence Editor: E. May RICKARDS 
Archaeological Editor: JoserH P. FRee, 

Ph.D. 
Advertising Manager: 
H. TrumMsBuLt, Howarp 


Former President 
Paiuie E. Howarp, 1903-1946 
Former Editors 
H. Cray TRUMBULL, 1875-1903 
Cuartes G. TruMBULL, 1903-1941 


Subscription Rates 
Stated in U.S.A, dollars 


$3.00 One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $3.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, U.S.A., $12.50. 
Canada, $3.25 each; foreign, $4.00 
each. 


$2.50 Five or more copies, either to sep- 
arate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $2.50 each, per year. 
Canada, $2.75 each; foreign, $3.50 
each. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 13th S8t., Phila. 5, Pa. 








The Meaning of the Cross. By Gordon 
Watt, M.A. (Overcomer Literature Trust, 
Parkstone, Dorset, England; Christian 
Literature Crusade, Box 356, Fort Wash- 
ington, Pa., $1.50.) Here are nine studies 
of the Cross of Christ throughout the 
Bible, showing its central place in sal- 
vation, victory, power, and service. They 
were given in July, 1922, at the Victori- 
ous Life Conference at Stony Brook, 
Long Island, N. Y.; and first published 
by Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times the follow- 
ing year. Reporting the conference, the 
Tres said, “At nine o’clock that first 
Lord’s Day morning the Rev. Gordon 
Watt, of Scotland, gave the first of his 
unforgettable series of studies of the 
Cross of Christ. Each morning of the 
eight days, and again at the closing serv- 
ice, Mr. Watt brought from the Word 
of God treasures new and old on the 
Cross,” 

These are marked by the thoroughness, 
depth, and clarity of the English and 
Scottish teachers. There are many memo- 
rable sentences, e.g.: “Calvary creates 
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the preacher and the teacher, and Pen- 
tecost equips the preacher and the 
teacher.” “The Cross not @nly saves us 
from sin, but claims for God what it 
saves.” “To follow the Lamb is the defi- 
nition of discipleship. To follow the 
Lamb whithersoever He goes is the test 
of discipleship. ... What we are needing 
today is not mere talkers but more 
walkers.” 

This is a new edition, well bound and 
printed, and of pocket size. The old 
messages are aS good today as when 
they were given thirty years ago. 


At Your Best. By Oscar C. Hanson. 
(Augsburg Pub, House, Minneapolis 15; 
$1.75.) “Lord, plant my feet on higher 
ground,” is the desire of every Chris- 
tian. To the nineteen questions heading 
that number of short chapters of this 
volume you will find a Scriptural answer. 
A better title would be “God’s Best for 
You.” There is real spiritual food in 
almost every chapter, only two or three 
are mediocre. We are astonished at how 
fully and how aptly the author applies 
Scripture. He not only believes the 
message, but believes in sending it forth. 
Following his exposition will help you 
on to higher ground. However, it should 
be noted that, like many Lutherans, the 
author apparently believes in baptismal 
regeneration. On page 36 he says, “At 
the baptismal font, there in my church, 
I received Jesus as my Saviour. I shall 
thank God always for this, my spiritual 
birthday”; and on page 38, he says, 
“Through my church, I was privileged to 
kneel] at the Communion Table and re- 
ceive the body and blood of Christ.” 


Sweeter Than Honey. By V. Raymond 
Edman. (Scripture Press, Chicago 5; 
$1.50.) Some readers will remember 
“Bees in Amber,” a collection of poems 
by John Oxenham, British poet, pub- 
lished in 1913. Since this has long been 
out of print, Dr. Edman, president of 
Wheaton College, has woven many of 
the poems into a pleasant series of his 
own meditations on Bibfe references to 
honey. The titles of the twenty medita- 
tions all begin with the letter H, in 
accordance with Dr. Edman’s gift for 
alliteration. They are short, thought- 
provoking, cheerful, each beginning with 
a Bible verse on honey and ending with 
a quotation from the Psalms. There are 
some fifty poems by Oxenham, including 
a series of twelve “Little Te Deums.” 

This pocket-size book is attractively 
bound in yellow and brown, with the hon- 
eycomb design on the covers. It makes a 
comfortable traveling or bedside com- 
panion, with its quiet thoughts on hap- 
piness, Heaven, humility, honor, and 
other subjects, its gentle admonitions, 
and Scriptural encouragement, 


What’s Wrong With Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventism—Anglo-Israelism—Christian Sci- 
ence—Unity School of Christianity? By 
Louis.T. Talbot, D.D. (Four booklets; 
Dunham Pub. Co., Findlay, Ohio, 50 cents 
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each.) After a great deal of research 
and much reading, Dr. Talbot, chan- 
cellor of the Bible Institute of Los An- 
geles, has prepared these concise hand- 
books on four misleading cults of our 
time. He summarizes the history of 
each, quotes extensively from their own 
writings, giving his sources, and shows 
how they are out of line with Scriptural 
teaching on basic doctrines and impor- 
tant questions of everyday life. Their 
clearness and brevity are advantageous 
to busy people—they run from forty- 
six to sixty-four pages. 

These are carefully and fairly done, 
and should be convincing to reasonable 
readers and those who are willing to 
let the Bible settle questions of faith 
and practice. 

ve 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, September 9 


1. “Hold Fast to the Pledge” 
(Deut. 29:1-9; 1 Thess. 5:21) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 

used by permission. ° 


EPTEMBER marks the beginning of 
the fall and winter activities in your 
young people’s group, after the summer 
absences are over. It is a fitting time, 
therefore, to consider just what your 
young people’s organization stands for, 
and what should be the relationship of 
every member to its principles and to 
its program. 
ve 
Does your particular young people’s 
society have a pledge? The Christian 
Endeavor movement began with just 
such an important feature. In next 
week’s prayer meeting we will consider 
the six definite promises that are made 
in the Christian Endeavor pledge, and 
which may well serve as a model for 
other organizations if they have not al- 
ready adopted a pledge of their own. 
This week, however, let us think some- 
thing of the value of a covenant such 
as the Christian Endeavor pledge, and 
why it is a good thing to have such a 
covenant and to hold fast to it, 
se 


The covenant was adopted when the 
Christian Endeavor movement was or- 
ganized. It was found that young people 
in the Williston Congregational Church 
of Portland, Maine, who had accepted 
the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour 
in a series of revival meetings needed 
stimulation and help in growing in grace 
and in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Recreational and entertainment 
features had been found inadequate, and 
So a weekly prayer meeting was begun 
for these young people and the Society 
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of Christian Endeavor was started with 
the aim of seeking first the Kingdom 
of God and growth in the Christian life, 
after which other wholesome things 
might be added, such as social, musical, 
and recreational features, but these to 
be only secondary and subordinate to 
the chief purpose of the organization. 


se 


From the beginning the pledge or cov- 
enant was central in the organization. 
In recent years, there has been a dis- 
position on the part of some groups to 
ignore the covenant or to treat it lightly. 
But where this has been done it has been 
to the detriment of the spiritual life of 
such groups. We shall all do well to re- 
think carefully and soberly the value of 
the covenant and the place it should 
have in our particular young people’s 
group, and to do whatever we can to 
re-establish it, if it has been neglected. 


ve 


There are some who will argue that 
a covenant such as the Christian En- 
deavor pledge cannot always be obser- 
ved, that sickness, or absence from home, 
or some special'and necessary duty may 
prevent an individual from carrying out 
the vows he takes in this pledge. Such 
an objection overlooks the provision in 
the pledge that the individual will do 
the things stated there, “unless prevented 
by a reason which I can conscientiously 
give to my Master.” It leaves that which 
is promised just where it should be—as 
a personal matter between one’s self and 
one’s Saviour. 

Some will argue that such a pledge 
is unnecessary, that if a person does not 
intend to do the things that are pre- 
scribed by the pledge, then taking the 
pledge will not enable them to achieve 
the aims of the pledge. This objection, 
however, ignores the fact that human 
nature is far more likely to do the things 
that have been promised than to accom- 
plish them where no promise has been 
given. Certainly there can be no reason- 
able objection to entering into a covenant 
with one’s Saviour and Lord, particu- 
larly when that covenant begins, as does 
the Christian Endeavor pledge, with the 
words “Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ 
for strength, I promise Him.” 

4 


On the other hand, such a covenant 
as the Christian Endeavor pledge is rea- 
sonable because it demands nothing that 
is not essential to Christian growth and 
usefulness and is, therefore, in accord 
with the Scriptural admonitions to grow 
in grace, to give attention to the assem- 
bling of ourselves together for prayer 
and for singing, to feed upon the Bread 
of Life, to give a reason for the faith 
that is in us, and to support one’s own 
church, 

4 


God’s Word abundantly supports the 
principle of covenants and the very 
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names, “Old Testament” and “New Testa- 
ment”, as well as the record of the many 
covenants that God has made with His 
people, abundantly testify to the fact 
that covenants are worth while and have 
been blessed down through the centuries. 


bd 


It is well to notice also that a covenant 
such as the Christian Endeavor pledge is 
more than a negative promise to ‘abstain 
from something harmful, good as that 
may be. It is a positivé agreement with 
the Lord Jesus Christ and it has two sides 
or two parties—the Christ in whom we 
trust supplies the strength, and we prom- 
ise to be obedient, a working arrange- 
ment that cannot but be helpful and 
strengthening and stimulating. Let us 
not miss the value of it in,our particular 
organization. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 3 to 9 


Mon.—Psalm 34:9-19. 
Keep Your Tongue From Evil. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Keep thy tongue 
from evil.’ A little member of the body, 
but it is the most troublesome one. Like 
a rudder of a ship, it is little but it can 
do good and evil. The management of 
the tongue indicates extensive Christian 
self-control. It is hard to tame. The 
tongue will come into special notice on 
the day of account. Have you obtained 
frém the Lord a bridle for your tongue? 
Our Lord sighed when He loosed one 
man’s tongue (Mark 7:33, 34). Pray for 
the New England Fellowship of Evan- 
gelicals, Boston. 


Tues.—Luke 22:24-30. 
Conflicts Among the Disciples. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “There was also 
a strife among them, which of them 
should be accounted the greatest.” Pride 
and vainglory, like angry words, engen- 
der strife. The humble keep freest from 
strife and sorrow. The Devil makes 
little ‘headway with humble Christians, 
and God gives them the safest places to 
stand, and the greatest of the graces. 
Let us count it a shame to make for 
ourselves a name. The world well 
knows how God has honored the humble 
apostles of our Lord. Be meek and 
lowly of heart. Pray for the American 
Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc., New 
York. ’ 
Wed.—James 3:1-6. 
Controlling Our Speech. 


PRAYER Succestions: “The tongue is a 
little member, and _. boasteth, great 
things.” Watch your speech about your- 


self. Boasting is common and can be- 
come a great sin. Boast in God as much 
as you can (the psalmist did all the day 
—Psa. 44:8). But in our own affairs, 
boasting is folly. All have need to pray: 
“Setva watch, O Lord, before my mouth; 
keep the door of my lips” (Psa. 141:3). 
Pray for the Home of Onesiphorus, Chi- 
cago. 


Thurs.—James 3:7-17. 
The Wisdom From Above. 


PRAYER Succestions: “The wisdom that 
is from above is first pure, then peace- 
able, gentle, and easy ‘to be intreated, 
full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality, and without hypocrisy.” Test 
your source of wisdom. It can come 
from above or below. The eight marks 
of God-given wisdom are sufficient for 
testing the origin of your wisdom. The 
source of your wisdom, please? Pray 
for the “Evangelize China” Fellowship, 
Inc., Los Angeles. 


Fri.—James 4:1-10. The Source of Strife. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “From whence 
come wars and fightings among you?” 
The source of strife is not far off. A 
fountain of iniquity is as near as one’s 
beating heart. Our fleshly desires breed 
strife and contention. Where envy is, 
there will be strife and confusion and 
evil works. The rule for all Christians 
is: “Let nothing be done through strife 
or vainglory” (Phil. 2:3). A Christ- 
like, lowly mind makes for peace. 
Pray for the Back to the Bible Broad- 
cast, Lincoln, Nebr. 


Sat.—James 4:11 to 5:6. 
Judging Your Neighbor. 


PRAYER SucGGESTIONS: “Speak not evil 
one of another, brethren.” “Let us not 
. judge one another.” We must be 
very careful not to put a stumbling 
block in a brother’s way. We are in- 
capable, in this world, of knowing 
enough to judge even ourselves. The 
Lord only can judge justly in truth, and 
He shall bring to light hidden things, 
and make manifest the counse] of the 
hearts. We too frequently judge after 
the flesh and by appearances, but God 
looketh on the heart. Pray for the Radio 
Bible Class, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Sun.—James 5:7-19. Be Patient. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Be patient 
therefore, brethren, unto the coming 
of the Lord.” Patience is a godly 
virtue and much needed by all Chris- 
tians. We need it in prayer, in min- 
istry, in suffering, and tribulation. We 
need it when buffeted for our own 
faults, but more when enduring per- 
secution for Christ. Christ is our ex- 
ample of patience (Heb. 12:3 and 1 
Pet. 2:21-23). And God is the God 
of all patience (Rom. 15:5). Run the 
race; do good. Wait patiently for 
God, for your Saviour, and for prom- 
ised good. Pray for the Philadelphia 
Bible Institute, Philadelphia, 





